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SESSION 1 – UNCLOS: Fit for Purpose in Modern Times 

 

The Ability of UNCLOS to face Modern Challenges: An Overview 

Dr. Elfatih Elnour 

Short Biography: 

- LL.M University of Cambridge (Jesus College) U.K. 

- PhD University of Edinburgh 

- A former Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Khartoum where he has been teaching and 

researching the International Law of the Sea. 

- A former senior Legal Advisor to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, State of Qatar. 

- Currently: 

A Legal consultant at the Secretariat General of the Council of Ministers, State of Qatar. 

Legal Advisor to the Standing Committee on UNCLOS, Qatar. 

- An author of a number of articles and monographs on the Law of the Sea. 

 

“Flexibility” of UNCLOS 

Professor Andrew Serdy 

Andrew Serdy has since 2015 been Professor of the Public International Law of the Sea at the University 

of Southampton, including a stint as Director of the Institute of Maritime Law (2017-20).  Briefly a 

solicitor with Freehill, Hollingdale & Page in Sydney, he then worked for many years in the Australian 

Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, posted successively to Tokyo and Warsaw before 

specialising from 1996 in the law of the sea.  In this capacity he appeared for Australia in the preliminary 

objections phase of the Southern Bluefin Tuna arbitration, and later drafted significant parts of 

Australia's 2004 submission to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf under Article 76 

of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, participating also in the negotiation of the 2003 Sunrise-

Troubadour unitisation agreement with East Timor and the 2004 maritime boundary treaty with New 

Zealand.  Since transferring to academia in 2005 he has been an invited expert at workshops organised 

by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN, the OECD High Seas Task Force and the Inter-

American Tropical Tuna Commission, as well as co-authoring reports to two committees of the 

European Parliament on international fisheries and deep seabed mining issues.  

 

Successes and Shortcomings of UNCLOS in Safeguarding the Marine Environment 

Dr. Adnan Al-Azri 

Dr. Adnan Al Azri is an ambassador with the Sultanate of Oman Foreign Ministry and a member of the 

Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS). He served as Chair of the Commission 

from 2019 to 2023 and remains actively involved in the technical and legal review of submissions 
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concerning the delineation of continental shelf limits. He holds a Ph.D. and a Master’s degree in 

Biological Oceanography from UK and US respectively. With more than three decades of experience, 

Dr. Al Azri has held a range of academic, research, and high-level diplomatic positions, contributing 

significantly to marine science, environmental policy, and international maritime affairs. His expertise 

and research interest are in coastal and ocean processes, marine resource management, climate change 

and multilateral negotiations. Throughout his career, he has represented Oman in various regional and 

international forums, playing a key role in advancing ocean governance and scientific cooperation. 

 

 

From Policy to Practice: Strengthening Nigeria’s Blue Economy through Integrated Ocean Governance 

Admiral Ayo Olugbode 

Rear Admiral Ayo Olugbode is the Hydrographer of the Federation and the Chief Executive Officer of 

Nigeria’s National Hydrographic Agency. With over 30 years of naval service, he has significantly 

advanced hydrographic practices, ocean governance, and environmental stewardship in Africa. He 

contributes to global initiatives such as the IHO’s S-100 Data Model and the Nippon Foundation-

GEBCO Seabed 2030 Project. 

He previously served as Nigeria’s Defence Adviser to India, with concurrent accreditation to 

Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Singapore, and South Korea, bringing strong diplomatic expertise. An 

accomplished academic, he has taught at the National Defence College and served as Deputy 

Commandant of the Naval War College Nigeria. 

Rear Admiral Ayo holds degrees in Physics and Hydrography, a Rhodes Ocean Scholar in Oceans Law 

and Policy, and a Master’s in Strategic Studies. Ayo is a Harvard Buissness School alumnus, member 

of the Royal Institute of Navigation and the Institute of Directors, Nigeria. 

 

 

SESSION 2 – UNCLOS and Ocean Management Challenges  

 

UNCLOS and the New Challenges of the Underwater Dimension 

Ilaria Tani 

Dr Ilaria Tani is an attorney-at-Law in Milan (Italy). Associate Professor of International Law of the 

Sea, Ocean Affairs Law and Policy, and Maritime and Aviation Law at University of Milano-Bicocca 

(Italy). Deputy-Director of the PhD programme in Marine Sciences, Technology and Management at 

University of Milano-Bicocca (Italy). Member of the Italian Delegation in United Nations' and 

International Hydrographic Organization's working groups, negotiations, and processes related to the 

law of the sea, including its technical aspects. Legal consultant for States, private sector, and 

international secretariats on matters related to the law of the sea. Former Associate Legal Officer at the 

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal Affairs, United Nations 

(UNDOALOS, New York, United States). 

 

 

The Effectiveness of the UNCLOS in Combating Maritime Environmental Crimes: A Contemporary 

Criminal Approach 

Professor Randa El Fakhry and Dr. Roger Fakhoury 

Prof. Randa EL FAKHRY holds a PhD in Law from the Higher Institute of Doctoral Studies in Law, 

Political and Administrative Sciences 

and Economics at the Lebanese University. She is a lecturer in criminal law, penal policy, criminology, 

and drug law at the Faculties of Law, Sciences, and Arts at the Lebanese University. 

She is Head of the Criminal Law Department at the Studies and Researches Center at the Faculty of 

Law, a member of the Higher Committee for Curriculum Development, and coordinator of the Criminal 

Law Committee of the Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political Science at the Lebanese University. 

She served as Director of the Second Branch at the Faculty of Law at the Lebanese University. She has 

authored numerous articles on human rights, criminal law, and publications on children, crime, and 

discrimination against women. She has supervised doctoral research on predictive justice and 

responsibility for AI actions, in partnership with the University of Rennes in France. She has also 

supervised master's theses, most notably on the legal classification of cybercrimes, environmental 

crimes, administrative sanctions, and restorative justice. 
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Limits in the Seas:  Evaluating Maritime Claims under the Law of the Sea 

Mr Kevin Baumert 

Kevin Baumert is an attorney in the U.S. Department of State’s Office of the Legal Adviser, where he 

presently serves as Legal Counsel to the Maritime Geography Project Office. Having covered maritime 

issues for more than 15 years in the Department, he has provided legal advice on a wide range of law of 

the sea issues, including freedom of navigation, maritime interdiction, marine scientific research, and 

dispute settlement. Mr. Baumert has represented the United States in a range of negotiations, including 

on maritime boundary delimitation and maritime law enforcement matters, and has co-authored more 

than 25 Limits in the Seas studies published by the State Department. Mr. Baumert holds a B.A. in 

Economics from the University of Notre Dame, a Master of International Affairs from Columbia 

University, and a J.D from George Washington University Law School. 

 

National Sovereignty and International Law: A Case Study of the Brotherhood Marine Reserve 

Delimitation under UNCLOS Principles 

Lieutenant Jose Cordova-Aguilar 

José Córdova Aguilar is a commissioned officer and surface warfare specialist in the Ecuadorian Navy. 

He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy with a degree in Electrical Engineering and specialized in 

Hydrography at the Oceanographic Naval Institute of the Ecuadorian Navy (INOCAR). He is currently 

pursuing a Master of Science in Oceanography at Texas A&M University. He has completed advanced 

training on maritime boundaries and ocean governance, including the IFLOS Summer Academy, IMO 

IMLI's Maritime Dispute Settlement course, and holds a certificate on Ocean Governance certificate 

from IOI Canada. He has held key roles in hydrography, nautical charting, and the initiative to extend 

Ecuador’s continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles, representing Ecuador in UNCLOS and 

International Seabed Authority meetings. He is committed to contributing to ocean affairs through 

technical excellence and multilateral engagement. 

 

 

 

SESSION 3 – Advances in Ocean Governance 

 

Underwater Cultural Heritage  

Professor Tullio Scovazzi 

Tullio Scovazzi, now retired, was professor of international law in the Universities of Parma, Genoa, 

Milan and Milan-Bicocca, Italy. He participated, as legal advisor, in international negotiations and 

meetings relating to law of the sea, law of the environment, law of cultural properties and human rights, 

including the negotiations for the Convention on the protection of the underwater cultural heritage. He 

is a member of the Institut de Droit International. 

 

 

 

Equity and Justice in the Design of Blue Carbon Legal Frameworks: Reflections from Aotearoa New 

Zealand 

Professor Elizabeth Macpherson 

Dr Elizabeth Macpherson is Pākehā (A New Zealander of European-settler descent) and is a Professor 

of Law and Rutherford Discovery Fellow at the University of Canterbury, New Zealand. Her research 

interests are in comparative environmental, natural resources, and constitutional law. She has led 

numerous grants and published widely on water and marine law and policy, especially as they relate to 

Indigenous rights and interests, in Australasia and the Americas. She is the author of the award-winning 

book Indigenous Water Rights in Law and Regulation: Lessons from Comparative Experience (2019, 

Cambridge University Press) and leads a Rutherford Discovery Fellowship programme, funded by Te 

Āparangi The Royal Society, on Blue Carbon Futures in Aotearoa New Zealand: Law, Climate, 

Resilience. Elizabeth has over twenty years legal and policy experience advising Indigenous peoples 

and governments on environmental and natural resources law matters and continues to advise in her 

fields of expertise as a barrister. 
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Shipping Decarbonization in the age of the ITLOS and ICJ Advisory Opinions 

Associate Professor Beatriz Martinez Romera 

Dr. Beatriz Martinez Romera is an Associate Professor of Environmental and Climate Change Law at 

the Faculty of Law of the University of Copenhagen, and the Head of the Research Centre on Climate 

Change Law and Governance (CLIMA). She also serves as Co-director of the Copenhagen Center for 

Disaster Research (COPE) at the University of Copenhagen and Editor-in-chief of the global journal 

Climate Law. 

 

 

Integrating Ocean Observation into Plastics Governance: Legal Pathways under UNCLOS, the 

Emerging Plastics Treaty, and Climate Obligations 

Mr Tihao Zeng 

Tihao Zeng is a PhD candidate in the Faculty of Law at the University of Geneva. He has been teaching 

and tutoring at the Geneva Academy since 2023. Previously, Tihao Zeng worked as a consultant for the 

International Labour Organization, the Library & Archives of the United Nations Office at Geneva, 

serving the International Law Commission, and internship experience at the DOALOS, UN Office of 

Legal Affairs. 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 8 OCTOBER 

 

SESSION 4 – Climate Change and the Ocean 

 

Sea Level Rise and the Evolution of State Practice – The Role of the International Law Association 

Committee on International Law and Sea Level Rise 

Professor David Freestone 

Professor David Freestone has been a Rapporteur of the International Law Association Committee on 

International Law and Sea Level Rise since 2014. He was previously Deputy General Counsel/Senior 

Advisor (2004-8) and Chief Counsel/Legal Advisor (1996-2004) at the World Bank, Washington DC; 

a former Lobingier Visiting Professor, and Adjunct Professor and Visiting Scholar at The George 

Washington University Law School. He is the founding editor-in-chief of the International Journal of 

Marine and Coastal Law (now celebrating its 40th year). Recent work includes Commentary and 

Analysis of the 2023 BBNJ Agreement (Ed., with Joanna Mossop, OUP forthcoming November 2025). 

Other recent published work includes - International Law Dimensions of Sea Level Rise (2023, Legal, 

World Bank) and Legal Dimensions of Sea Level Rise: Pacific Perspectives, (2021, World Bank and 

GFDRR) (both with Duygu Çiçek and available for free download). In 2007 he was awarded the 

Elizabeth Haub Gold Medal for Environmental Law. 

 

 

Climate Change and the Law of the Sea: A Vision for a more Sustainable Future 

Lolwa Al-Kuwari 

Lolwa AL-KUWARI is an environmental and biotechnology professional, currently serves at the 

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change in Qatar. Certified as an environmental scientist and 

biotechnologist, with a bachelor’s degree from Qatar University’s College of Arts and Sciences. 

Professional expertise is anchored in advancing Qatar’s international climate commitments, including 

the Paris Agreement, the Kyoto Protocols, and national response measures to climate change. 

Responsibilities include contributing to the development and implementation of national plans that drive 

economic diversification and sustainable transformation in alignment with global environmental 

standards. Work within the Department of Climate Change focuses on both mitigation and adaptation 

plans, covering greenhouse gas reduction, carbon management frameworks, and strategies to enhance 

national resilience to climate risks. Particular interest lies in strengthening the role of climate change 

within national planning, fostering collaboration with international partners, and ensuring that Qatar’s 

climate actions contribute to global sustainability goals. The overarching aim is to promote innovative 
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solutions and actionable plans that advance climate change adaptation, mitigation, and sustainable 

development, bridging environmental integrity with economic progress.   

 

 

Are the Fisheries Provisions of UNCLOS Fit for Purpose to Respond to the Impacts of Climate 

Change? 

Dr Mitchell Lennan 

 

 

 

Advancing Continuous Monitoring of the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC): A 

Framework for Integrated Observations and Climate Impact Assessment 

Mr Ander López Puertas (co-authors: Miguel Bruno Mejías, Mercedes Pozo Buil, Juan Jesús Gomiz 

Pascual) 

Ander López-Puertas is a PhD student in the Department of Applied Physics at the University of Cádiz 

(Spain). His research focuses on physical oceanography, with a special emphasis on the Atlantic 

Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC). He combines observational data from XBTs collected 

during cruises of the Juan Sebastián de Elcano, along with EK80 records and surface drifters, with 

existing numerical model outputs. By using the observations to validate these simulations, his work 

enables the exploration of past, present, and future states of the AMOC. This integrated approach helps 

determine whether the circulation is weakening and what consequences such changes could have for the 

climate system. His main research interest is the study of large-scale ocean dynamics and their role in 

climate variability. 

 

 

SESSION 5 – New Technologies and Maritime Security 

 

Marine AI, Autonomy, and the Internet of Things at Sea 

Professor James Kraska 

James Kraska is Charles H. Stockton Chair of International Maritime Law and Department Chair of the 

Stockton Center for International Law at the U.S. Naval War College and Visiting Professor of Law and 

John Harvey Gregory Lecturer on World Organization at Harvard Law School, where he teaches a 

popular course on the International Law of the Sea. He was also a Visiting Professor in the College of 

Law, University of the Philippines, a Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law at Gujarat National Law 

University, and a Visiting Professor of Law at the University of Maine School of Law. He previously 

served as Mary Derrickson McCurdy Visiting Scholar at Duke University Marine Laboratory in the 

Nicholas School of the Environment and as an Office of the Chief of Naval Research Fellow at the 

Marine Policy Center, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. His most recent book, Marine 

Technology, Ocean Governance, and the Law of the Sea (with Khanssa Lagdami), is forthcoming with 

Cambridge University Press. Professor Kraska served more than 20 years as a U.S. Navy officer and 

judge advocate, as a legal adviser with U.S. Seventh Fleet and U.S. Pacific Command task forces and 

on the Joint Staff in the Pentagon, where he was Director of the International Negotiations Division and 

Oceans Law and Policy Adviser. He has consulted for think tanks and international organizations, 

including the UN Office of Drugs and Crime and the European Commission of the European Union and 

served on the U.S. delegation to the International Maritime Organization. He is a Permanent Member of 

the Council on Foreign Relations. 

 

 

Emerging Maritime Security threats in the Arabian Gulf: Causes and Implications 

Captain Rashid Al-Hajri 

Captain Rashid Khalid AL HAJRI is the Communications and Navigation Officer at the AL ZUBARA 

Corvette ship. He’s in charge of  improving programs and training curricula (Navy's academic curricula) 

with the relevant department at the Qatar Emiri Naval Force (Ministry of Defense).  Captain AL HAJRI 

served as an Underwater Weapons Officer. He holds a Bachelor degree in Marine Sciences from the 

Bangladesh Specialized University. He also has extensive experience in securing major events, most 

notably participating in securing the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 and preparing the joint international 

maritime exercise Peace. 
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SatRecon and Maritime Boundary Dispute Resolution 

Robert van de Poll and Clive Schofield 

 

Clive Schofield is Professor at the Australian Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS), 

University of Wollongong (UOW), Australia. He was previously inaugural Head of Research at the 

WMU-Sasakawa Global Ocean Institute, World Maritime University, Malmö, Sweden and Director of 

Research at the International Boundaries Research Unit at the University of Durham, UK. He holds a 

Ph.D. from the University of Durham, UK and an LLM from the University of British Columbia. Clive’s 

research interests relate to the maritime jurisdictional aspects of the law of the sea, baselines along the 

coast in an era of sea-level rise, the delineation of the limits to maritime claims and maritime boundary 

delimitation on which he has over 200 publications. Clive has also been involved in the peaceful 

settlement of boundary disputes including as an independent expert witness in the 2016 international 

arbitration case between the Philippines and China concerning the South China Sea. 

 

 

Balancing National Data Protections and UNCLOS Obligations in the Age of AI 

Ms Eva van Heukelom 

Eva van Heukelom is a legal expert dedicated to improving ocean governance. Her background spans 

law, criminology, international relations, and security studies, enabling her to connect legal frameworks 

with operational and political realities. This allows her to support organisations in designing solutions 

that are both legally sound and practically achievable. She has collaborated with a wide range of 

stakeholders, including governments, supply chain companies, and NGOs. Her expertise covers 

environmental law, maritime law, data protection laws, and international trade law. As part of her 

broader mission to understand how legal systems can enable or hinder responsible ocean governance 

and eradication of IUU-fishing, Eva started a PhD at the University of Hamburg. Her PhD examines 

when legal protections of fisheries data exist and how these can be navigated to balance data protections 

with the transparency and cooperation needed to fulfil law of the sea obligations. 

 

MRV Data Liability for Alternative Marine Fuels: UNCLOS as a “Living Instrument” for Ocean 

Observation Accountability 

Mr Andrey Chernov 

Andrey Chernov is an adjunct professor at SUNY Maritime College (speaking in a personal capacity). 

He has 20+ years across the maritime industry—hydrography, coastal State maritime administration, 

and UN peacekeeping. He teaches Marine Insurance and works at the intersection of maritime law, 

insurance, and data governance. His current research examines liability for alternative marine fuels and 

evidentiary standards for Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) and ocean-observation data, 

reading UNCLOS Part XII as a living instrument. The views expressed do not necessarily reflect those 

of the United Nations or its Member States. 

 

 

 

SESSION 6 – Ocean Observation Infrastructure and Space 

 

Technical aspects of our space infrastructure and its impact on the future UNCLOS 

Dr Michael Linden-Vørnle 

Michael Linden-Vørnle is working as a Chief Adviser at the Department of Space Research and Space 

Technology based at the Technical University of Denmark (DTU Space). Michael has a background in 

cosmology, but is presently working mainly on Space Safety – how to protect our civilization against 

threats from space, be they natural or man-made. Furthermore, Michael is leading the DTU Space 

DroneCenter, which is focusing on development and implementation of autonomous systems in all 

domains: Air, land, sea and space. Main focus has been on the development of an autonomous 

infrastructure in the Arctic for security, research and commerce. Michael holds a PhD in astrophysics 

from the Niels Bohr Institute at the University of Copenhagen. 
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Past Present and Future: Challenges Raised by the Regime of Marine Scientific Research and Ocean 

Observation 

Professor Erik Franckx 

 

 

From Consent to Collaboration: EOOS as a Pathway to Fit-for-Purpose Ocean Observation under 

UNCLOS 

Dr Inga Lips 

Dr. Inga Lips is a leading expert in marine science management with over 25 years of experience 

advancing ocean knowledge, policy, and innovation. Holding a PhD in hydrobiology, her research 

bridges biological and physical oceanography, combining ship-based observations, laboratory analyses, 

and data from autonomous measurement platforms to deepen our understanding of marine ecosystems. 

Inga has led Estonia’s national open sea monitoring programme and helped shape both national and 

Baltic Sea-wide oceanographic measurement systems. She founded the Marine Ecology Laboratory at 

Tallinn University of Technology and has held several prominent international leadership roles, 

including Secretary General of EuroGOOS and Chair of the European Ocean Observing System 

(EOOS). She currently serves on the advisory boards of the Finnish Marine Research Infrastructure 

(FINMARI), the German innovation platform SOOP, and the Ocean Tracking Network Canada (OTN), 

contributing her expertise to foster collaboration and innovation in marine research and observation. 

 

 

 

 

Ocean Observation, Institutional Fragmentation, and the Limits of UNCLOS: A Legal and Policy 

Inquiry into the Fit-for-Purpose Test in the Age of Climate and Technological Disruption 

Sheila Kong Mukwele  

Kong Mukwele Sheila is a diplomat and researcher with nearly a decade of expertise in international 

law, the law of the sea, environmental law, and ocean-climate governance. Currently serving as Senior 

Foreign Affairs Attaché and Bureau Head for aircraft and maritime movements at Cameroon’s Ministry 

of External Relations, she combines diplomatic practice with deep engagement in marine and coastal 

conservation, particularly in the Southeast Atlantic Ocean. An alumna of the Alexander von Humboldt 

International Climate Protection Fellowship and the UN–Nippon Foundation Fellowship, she has also 

been a visiting scientist at the United Nations University (UNU-ViE). Sheila contributes to Cameroon’s 

national ocean governance strategy and champions collaborative approaches to protect marine 

ecosystems for present and future generations, especially in the Global South. Beginning 2025, she 

founded GreenSkyConnect, a global climate-ocean startup (still to be launched) advancing sustainable 

travel solutions through carbon tracking, sustainable aviation fuels, and ocean-based carbon offsets. 

 

 

SESSION 7 - Ocean Observation and Cooperation Frameworks 

 

Where Oceans Unite: CIESM Marine Research across the Mediterranean and Black Sea 

Professor Laura Giuliano 

Laura Giuliano is Director General of the Mediterranean Science Commission (CIESM),bringing over 

twenty years of experience in marine research and science policy. She earned her PhD in Marine 

Ecology and Biological Oceanography in 1993 and has since held diverse roles as researcher, professor, 

laboratory head, scientific advisor, and director of major marine research institutes. Author of more than 

70 peer-reviewed publications in leading journals such as PNAS, Science, and Nature, she has also led 

and organized multidisciplinary oceanographic expeditions and international workshops. Dr. Giuliano 

played a key role in developing CIESM’s marine biotechnology program, addressing both scientific 

innovation and legal frameworks for equitable benefit sharing. 

Widely recognized as a strong advocate of international cooperation, she has represented the marine 

science community at OECD, UNESCO-IOC, IHO, and the United Nations. Fluent in Italian, English, 

and French, she continues to promote collaborative approaches to ocean research and governance. 
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From Satellites to Cetaceans: Technical and Legal Challenges of Spatial Ocean Observation 

Ms Emily Charry Tissier 

Emily Charry Tissier is the Co-Founder and CEO of Whale Seeker, a pioneering Canadian company 

harnessing artificial intelligence to protect marine life and advance sustainable ocean industries. A 

biologist with two decades of experience in coastal and Arctic ecosystems, she has built a career at the 

intersection of science, technology, and policy. Under her leadership, Whale Seeker became the first 

Certified B Corporation in the world applying AI to wildlife, setting ethical and technical standards 

globally. 

Emily’s work has been recognized by UNESCO, IRCAI, and the Solar Impulse Foundation, and she has 

been named among the Top 100 Brilliant Women in AI Ethics. She has presented at the UN Forum on 

Science, Technology and Innovation for the SDGs and contributes to international collaborations 

addressing biodiversity, climate, and the blue economy. Passionate about bridging disciplines, Emily 

champions equitable access to cutting-edge tools for conservation and sustainable development 

worldwide. 

 

 

Data for Decision-Making: Enhancing Maritime Safety and Economic Security in the RSAHC 

Mr Saud Al-Ruways 

Saud Al‐Ruways brings 28 years of experience in the marine profession, with a background spanning 

navigation on board ships, hydrographic survey activities, and oceanography. He is the Executive 

Director of the Directorate of Hydrography, having begun his career in maritime operations, which 

included command roles on vessels such as a fast patrol boat. 

His academic credentials include a Category A (MSc) in Hydrography from the University of Plymouth, 

UK, a Category B Hydrography Certificate from the National Hydrographic School of India, and a 

diploma in the Law of the Sea from the University of Virginia. In his role at the General Authority for 

Survey and Geospatial Information (GEOSA), he has managed major hydrographic survey projects 

along the Red Sea coastline, the Gulf of Aqaba, and the Arabian Gulf, overseeing the survey of over 

30,000 km². He also established GEOSA's IHO-accredited training courses for hydrography and 

cartography. 

Nationally and internationally, Saud actively represents Saudi Arabia's hydrographic interests. He is a 

member of several committees, including the North Indian Ocean Hydrographic Commission (NIOHC) 

and the IHO Council, and serves as the Chair of the ROPME Sea Area Hydrographic Commission 

(RSAHC). Nationally, he serves on the advisory boards for marine scientific research. 

In his leisure time, he enjoys following the Premier League and exploring new technologies. 

 
 

 

From Silos to Synergy: Harnessing (Private Sector) Data to Strengthen the Science-Policy Interface - 

in the Context of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 

Ms Laura Meyer 

Laura Meyer is the Stakeholder Coordination Officer for the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science 

for Sustainable Development at the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO. As 

the focal point for 43 National Decade Committees, 12 Decade Collaborative Centers and Coordination 

Offices, and a wide range of Decade Implementing Partners, she works to strengthen collaboration 

across science, policy, and society. 

A passionate sailor, Laura combines her personal connection to the ocean with academic expertise. She 

holds a law degree from the University of Hamburg and an LL.M. in Public International Law from 

Utrecht University, specializing in the Law of the Sea and International Environmental Law. Her thesis 

explored the legal framework for macroalgae cultivation as an ocean-based carbon dioxide removal 

technology in areas beyond national jurisdiction. 

 


